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STUDENT GOVERNMENT       ENROLLED 1 
 2 
 3 
STUDENT SENATE 4 
S15RS 5 
SGB NO. 6 6 
BY:  SENATOR J. BOUDREAUX AND TRICHE 7 
 8 
A BILL 9 
TO AMEND THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT BYLAWS 10 
 11 
PARAGRAPH 1: WHEREAS, THERE IS CURRENTLY A DISPARITY AND CONFUSION 12 
CONCERNING THE TERM DESCRIPTION FOR THE OFFICES OF 13 
SPEAKER OF THE SENATE AND SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE OF THE 14 
SENATE; AND 15 
 16 
PARAGRAPH 2: WHEREAS, THESE AMENDMENTS AIM TO CLARIFY THE 17 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH LEADERSHIP TERMS OF OFFICE, DEFINE 18 
THEIR CONCURRENCE WITH THE OFFICE OF STUDENT 19 
GOVERNMENT PRESIDENT AND TO ELIMINATE ANY FUTURE 20 
DISCREPANCIES WHICH MAY ARISE; AND 21 
 22 
PARAGRAPH 3: WHEREAS, THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT BYLAWS SHALL READ AS 23 
FOLLOWS: 24 
 25 
 26 
CHAPTER 2 27  28 
Officers 29 
Rule 2.1 Titles 30 
 31 
The officers of the Student Senate shall be the following: Speaker, Speaker pro tempore, 32 
Secretary, Undersecretary, Parliamentarian, the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Director of 33 
Communication, and additional Legislative Staff. 34 
 35 
Rule 2.2 Speaker or Speaker pro tempore Vacancy 36 
 37 
A. Vacancies in the office of Speaker shall be filled in the manner of the original selection. 38 
In the event of a vacancy in the office of Speaker, the election of a new Speaker will be 39 
the first order of business at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Student 40 
Senate.  41 
B. A vacancy in the office of Speaker pro tempore will be filled in the same manner of the 42 
original selection at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Student Senate.  43 
C. If there is a vacancy in both offices at the same time, the Secretary will call a member 44 
of the Student Senate to be Acting Speaker who will chair the election of the new 45 
Speaker and Speaker pro tempore. The Speaker or the Speaker pro tempore filling the 46 
vacancy will serve a term ending at the conclusion of the Spring Regular Session. 47 
 48 
Rule 2.453 Speaker or Speaker pro tempore Removal 49 
 50 
A. The member holding the office of Speaker may be removed from the office of Speaker during any 51 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Student Senate at such time as two-thirds (2/3) of the 52 
members of the Student Senate present and voting vote in favor of his/her removal from office. 53 
Such vote shall be by secret ballot. A member thus removed from the office of Speaker shall 54 
remain a member of the Senate. 55 
B. The Speaker pro tempore may be removed from office in the same manner as the Speaker 56 
 57 
Rule 2.34 Speaker or Speaker pro tempore Election 58 
 59 
A. The Speaker of the Senate shall be elected in accordance with Article III, Section 7 of 60 
the Student Government Constitution. 61 
B. The Speaker Pro Tempore of the Student Senate shall be elected by the membership 62 
of the Senate from among the members thereof in the same manner as the Speaker, 63 
as stated in the Student Government Constitution. This election shall be the next 64 
order of business following the election of the Speaker during the Spring 65 
Organizational Session. The Speaker pro tempore shall serve for a term ending at the 66 
conclusion of the Spring Regular Session 67 
 68 
Rule 2.895 Definition of Concurrence 69 
 70 
The Speaker and the Speaker pro tempore of the Senate shall serve a term ending at 71 
the conclusion of the Spring Regular Session. Concurrency shall be defined as the 72 
Speaker and the Speaker pro tempore being elected during the Spring Organizational 73 
Session and serving until the conclusion of the following Spring Regular Session. 74 
 75 
Rule 2.56 Acting Speaker 76 
 77 
The Speaker may call upon a member to assume the duties of presiding officer for a limited 78 
period, but in no case shall the period extend beyond adjournment. The member so appointed 79 
shall be designated Acting Speaker. In the absence of the Speaker and Speaker pro tempore, the 80 
Secretary shall call a member to serve as Acting Speaker. 81 
 82 
 83 
Rule 2.347 Speaker Duties 84 
 85 
A.  To open the meetings promptly at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays during Regular Session;  86  87 
B.  To cause the Senate to proceed with its business in the proper order under the rules, if a 88 
quorum is present, and to proceed upon each order of business;  89  90 
C.  To preserve order and decorum of the Senate;  91  92 
D.  To decide all points of order, subject to appeal to the Senate;  93  94 
E.  To explain or clarify any rule of procedure upon request;  95 
F.  To state each motion as it is made;  96  97 
G.  To recognize members who seek the floor for the purpose of speaking in debate or 98 
otherwise;  99  100 
H.  To state and put to vote all questions requiring a vote, and all questions upon which a 101 
vote is ordered, and to announce the vote;  102  103 
I.  To sign all documents which require his/her signature;  104  105 
J.  To appoint the Parliamentarian, Sergeant-at-Arms, Secretary, Undersecretary, Director 106 
of Communication and any additional Legislative Staff, subject to approval by the 107 
Student Senate;  108  109 
K.  To be ultimately responsible for the processing of Senate-approved legislation, and to 110 
see that the legislation reaches the Executive Office within two (2) class days of passage;  111  112 
L.  To chair the Spring Organizational Session until the election of the new Speaker;  113  114 
M.  To plan and execute a Senate Orientation Session at the beginning of each semester for 115 
members of the Senate, with help from the Speaker, Legislative staff, and any other 116 
Senators, as deemed necessary;  117  118 
N.  To do and perform such other duties as may be required by the Constitution and Bylaws 119 
of the Student Government.  120 
 121 
Rule 2.678 Speaker pro tempore Duties 122 
 123 
A.  At the discretion of the Speaker, to assist the Speaker in his/her duties.  124 
B.  In the absence of the Speaker, to preside, or to call a member to preside as Acting 125 
Speaker.  126  127 
C.  To serve as Chairman of the Student Senate Committees on Rules, and to be responsible 128 
for maintaining the Governing Documents of Student Government. All updates made to 129 
the Governing Documents must be approved by the Speaker of the Senate.  130   131 
D.  To prepare and distribute a comprehensive and current list of all persons appointed by 132 
the Student Body President, Student Body Vice President, and Speaker of the Student 133 
Senate.  134  135 
E.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of Speaker, to serve as Acting Speaker until such time as 136 
the vacancy can be filled.  137  138 
F.  To supervise the activities of the Undersecretary, and insure that Committee Reports 139 
are acted upon promptly.  140  141 
G.  At the beginning of each week, to inform Senators of the times and place that each 142 
standing committee shall meet, and to provide an electronic copy of each legislative 143 
instrument to be heard by the committees.  144  145 
H.  To perform such other duties or functions and to exercise such other powers as may be 146 
prescribed by the Constitution, Bylaws, or action of the Student Senate.  147 
 148 
Rule 2.9 Legislative Staff Titles, Elections, Appointments, Resignation and Removal 149 
 150 
A.  For the purposes of this rule, officer shall be defined as the Secretary and Undersecretary of the 151 
Student Senate, appointed by the Speaker and approved by the Senate. For the purposes of this 152 
rule, staff shall be defined as the Parliamentarian, the Sergeant at Arms, the Director of 153 
Communications and any additional legislative staff appointed by the Speaker and approved by 154 
the Senate.  155  156 
B.  The terms of these officers and staff shall run concurrently with that of the Speaker, however, 157 
officers shall serve until their successors have been elected and staff shall serve until their 158 
dismissal or until their successors have been appointed.  159  160 
C.  The Secretary, the Undersecretary, Parliamentarian, the Sergeant at Arms, the Director of 161 
Communications and additional staff shall be appointed by the Speaker with approval by one half 162 
(1/2) of the Senate present and voting.  163  164 
D.  All officers and staff herein listed shall be non-members of the Senate, except for the Sergeant-165 
at-Arms.  166  167 
E.  Any officer or staff member may be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those Senators 168 
present and voting.  169  170 
F.  The Speaker may dismiss only additional legislative staff not specifically named in these rules at 171 
will.  172  173 
G.  Any officer of staff member herein listed shall give ten (10) class days notice prior to resignation 174 
during which time advertisement of these positions shall be made in a campus-wide publication 175 
and/or broadcast e-mail through the university. The Senate meeting promptly following the 176 
resignation of the staff member or officer and the following week of advertisement and deadline, 177 
shall be the meeting during which his/her successor is elected.  178 
 179 
Rule 2.10 Secretary Duties 180 
 181 
A.  To be responsible for keeping all papers and records of the Senate and to maintain the 182 
minutes of the Proceedings and actions of the Senate and be responsible for their 183 
accuracy.  184  185 
B.  To announce the receipt of each veto message as received from the Student Body 186 
President and to read the same upon the appropriate order of business.  187  188 
C.  To make accessible to each member of the Senate a copy of the order of business.  189 
D.  To report each legislative instrument as it is considered by the Senate.  190 
E.  To serve as Chief of Staff of the Legislative Branch.  191  192 
F.  To execute all proper orders of the Senate.  193  194 
G.  To call the roll of the Senate on any matters which the ayes and nays are requested as well as 195 
keep proper records of membership attendance. 196 
 197 
Rule 2.11 Undersecretary Duties 198 
 199 
A.  To receive and process all legislation in a timely manner.  200  201 
B.  To engross all legislation with the action taken and the date of such action taken 202 
thereon.  203 
C.  To perform proofing of all legislation and to provide correctly formatted copies of all 204 
legislation to Senate members and the news media upon request and upon the 205 
convening of a Senate meeting.  206  207 
D.  In the absence of the Speaker, Speaker pro tempore, and Secretary, to call a member to 208 
preside over the Senate.  209  210 
E.  To maintain files on all legislation including information and data relating to legislation.  211  212 
F.  To maintain a legislative journal which contains all minutes, attendance records, and any 213 
roll call votes taken.  214  215 
G.  To maintain a final legislation binder which contains all signed or vetoed copies of 216 
 legislation in sequential order.  217  218 
H.  To assist the Secretary in the performance of his/her duties.  219  220 
I.  To be responsible for the operation and maintenance of any and all electronic devices  221 
but not limited to hardware and software, that may be deemed necessary for the 222 
operations of the LSU Student Senate.  223 
 224 
Rule 2.12 Parliamentarian Duties 225 
 226 
A.  To advise the Speaker of the Senate concerning parliamentary procedure.  227 
B.  Upon request, to advise any Student Senate committee.  228  229 
C.  To arrange and number the Rules of Order of the Student Senate following any 230 
amendment thereto, to effect an orderly and consistent arrangement of the rules.  231    232 
D.  To cause updated copies of the Rules of Order of the Student Senate to be printed and 233 
made accessible to each member of the Senate once a semester.  234 
 235 
Rule 2.13 Sergeant-at-Arms Duties 236  237 
A.  To assist the presiding officer in maintaining order in the Senate chamber, and upon the 238 
request of the presiding officer, to escort any disorderly Senator or member of the 239 
gallery out of the chamber.  240  241 
B.  To coordinate and supervise the activities of the Legislative Aides in preparing the 242 
chamber for a meeting of the Senate and return it back to its proper order upon 243 
adjournment.  244  245 
C.  To receive from the Chief of Staff of the Executive branch a list of all officers to report 246 
during Executive Officer Reports and provide this list to the presiding officer before the 247 
Senate is called to order.  248  249 
D.  To obtain a list of all members of the public that wish to address the Senate and provide 250 
this list to the presiding officer before the Senate is called to order.  251  252 
E.  To ensure that all members of the Student Senate UPHOLD uphold the Code of Ethics 253 
found in Article 1 of the LSU Student Government Bylaws.  254 
 255 
Rule 2.14 Director of Communication and Communication Team Duties 256 
 257 
A.  The Director shall lead the Communication Team ensuring that each member of the 258 
team carries out the responsibilities to which they were appointed.  259  260 
B.  The Team shall serve Student Government as one organization, not as individual 261 
branches.  262  263 
C.  Assist the Speaker in any press release, public announcement, and communication with 264 
external media sources.  265 
D.  To develop new and innovative ways to connect with the student population.  266 
E.  The specific duties within the Legislative Branch shall include, but not be limited to  267  268 
1. 1.  Manage and coordinate all social media of the Student Senate.  269  270 
 2.  Update the legislative portion of the Student Government website to ensure its 271
continuous accuracy.  272  273 
 3.  Prepare a document during each Student Senate meeting detailing the events 274
of the meeting to be presented to the Daily Reveille.  275 
 276 
Rule 2.15 Additional Legislative Staff 277 
 278 
A.  To serve as assistants to the Speaker and Speaker pro tempore.  279  280 
B.   To fulfill any additional acts requested by the Speaker on behalf of the Senate. 281 
 282 
 283 
PARAGRAPH 4: THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE LOUISIANA 284 
STATE UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURAL AND 285 
MECHANICAL COLLEGE STUDENT SENATE THAT THE 286 
ABOVE AMENDMENTS ARE ADOPTED INTO THE LSU STUDENT 287 
GOVERNMENT BYLAWS. 288 
 289 
PARAGRAPH 5: THIS BILL SHALL TAKE EFFECT UPON PASSAGE BY A THREE-290 
FOURTHS (3/4) VOTE OF THE LSU STUDENT SENATE AND 291 
SIGNATURE BY THE PRESIDENT, UPON LAPSE OF TIME FOR 292 
PRESIDENTIAL ACTION, OR IF VETOED BY THE PRESIDENT AND 293 
SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED BY THE SENATE, ON THE DATE OF 294 
SUCH APPROVAL. 295 
 296 
 297 
 298 
 299 
 300 
 301 
 302 
 303 
 304 
 305 
 306 
 307 
 308 
 309 
 310 
 311 
 312 
 313 
 314 
 315 
 316 
 317 
 318 
 319 
 320 
 321 
 322 
APPROVED:  323 
  324 
_________________________                __________________________ 325 
ADAM GRASHOFF     CLAYTON TUFTS 326 
SPEAKER OF THE SENATE   STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT  327 
 328 
DATE:____________________                DATE:_____________________ 329 
